Good afternoon,
You are invited to join us for an online presentation and discussion about selective sport fisheries for king salmon on Wednesday, October 4th at 7 pm. Please see below for details and feel free to share this with anyone who might be interested.

For those of you who joined us at previous meetings in Juneau, Ketchikan, Klawock, and Sitka – thank you so much for sharing your time, questions, and comments. We will conclude our Oct 4 presentation with a brief summary of what we have heard so far at community meetings.
---
Selective Sport Fisheries for King Salmon: Lessons Learned from the Pacific Northwest
Wednesday, October 4, 2023 | 7-9 pm AKDT
Video link: https://washington.zoom.us/j/94704724300
Audio-only option: 1-206-337-9723
Meeting ID: 947 0472 4300

Presentation description: Along the west coast, many sport fisheries for Chinook (king) salmon are managed as mark-selective fisheries, where special regulations provide opportunity to harvest adipose fin-clipped hatchery fish. This management tool was established to provide opportunity to harvest marked, hatchery-produced fish when wild-origin salmon populations are at low abundance. However, implementing a selective fishery is not straightforward. This presentation will share examples of selective sport fisheries for marked hatchery salmon in British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon, highlighting both their benefits and challenges. Following the presentation, we invite you to share your feedback, questions, and ideas about selective fisheries. These conversations will contribute to a study to understand whether a selective sport fishery for king salmon is possible or desired in Southeast Alaska. Please see below for more detailed information about the overall study.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Study Overview

Project title: Understanding the costs and benefits of a mark-selective sport fishery for king salmon in Southeast Alaska: A feasibility study

What motivated the study and what is the overall goal?
The Alaska delegation within the Pacific Salmon Commission asked Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) about possibly using a mark-selective fishery to increase opportunity for king salmon in Southeast Alaska. This request was in response to reduced king salmon allocation for all Alaska gear groups under the Pacific Salmon Treaty. Through the Commissioner, the delegates requested that ADF&G seek funding to study the feasibility of a mark-selective sport fishery in Southeast Alaska.

Who is doing this study?
[bookmark: x_x_m_594727691900771439__Hlk146451897]ADF&G Division of Sport Fish initiated this study and received funding through a grant from the Pacific Salmon Commission. Through a competitive process, ADF&G contracted a team from the University of Washington School of Marine and Environmental Affairs with experience in community engagement in Southeast Alaska to help do the project work. The UW team is gathering and synthesizing technical information, facilitating community meetings, incorporating community concerns and feedback, and writing up the results in a final report that will be shared with ADF&G and the public.

What are the project’s objectives?
1. Review mark-selective fishery programs outside of Alaska to understand how mark-selective fisheries have worked in British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon. What have the challenges and benefits been, and for whom?
2. Review the king salmon sport fish program in Southeast Alaska to understand what would need to change if a mark-selective fishery was implemented.
3. Engage Southeast Alaska fishing community members to gather local perspectives on mark-selective fisheries.
4. Complete a cost-benefit analysis of mark-selective fisheries for the Southeast Alaska sport fishery for king salmon that incorporates community perspectives.
How can you share your questions and ideas?
There are a few ways to share your thoughts and questions on this study:
· Attend future meetings. Please contact Anne Beaudreau (see below) if you would like to be added to our email list for updates on the project.
· Email or call Anne or Judy directly (see below).
· Provide anonymous feedback through this online form: https://forms.gle/NcRJJBcnaUxycaAB7. Only members of the project team will see your responses, which will be anonymous and not linked to your name UNLESS you choose to provide your contact information.
For more information, contact:
Anne Beaudreau, Associate Professor
University of Washington | School of Marine and Environmental Affairs
annebeau@uw.edu | 206-543-0113 (office)

Judy Lum, Regional Supervisor (Southeast Region)
Alaska Department of Fish and Game | Division of Sport Fish
judy.lum@alaska.gov | 907-465-4314 (office)
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